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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


HE presence of Gypsy Smith, 

the great English evangelist, 

in this country this season, empha- 
sizes the simplicity of the Chris- 
tian religion. Children can 
stand the preaching of Mr. 
and such a 


under- 
Smith ; 
learned orator as Dr. 
Hillis, of Plymouth Church, Brook- 
lyn, which Henry Ward Beecher 
made famous, has said that he was 
thrilled by the sermon. 
Dr. Buckley also declares that Mr. 
Smith should be kept here for five 
years. Even the Protestant Epis- 
copal rectors have joined in the in- 
vitation to the evangelist. 
Whence this praise and commenda- 
tion? secause the message this 
man, now in the prime of life, has 
for his fellow men is the same that 
Paul had for the poor troubled 
jailor and the learned Athenians— 
‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved.” 

When Gypsy Smith was asked the 
secret of his power, he said, “There 
is no secrecy about it. I just de- 
liver the message as I find it in 
God’s Word. I never had more 
than four months’ schooling in my 
life, but I study the Bible, and | 
tell people as best I can 
find in that blessed Book. 
that Jesus Christ is 


Gypsy’s 


Gypsy 


what I 
I know 


my Saviour, 


and I tell the people that if they 
will Him He will save 
them as He saved me, a Gypsy boy, 
born in a tent. 


believe in 


We earnestly hope the pastors 
and people of the cities where Gyp- 
sy Smith holds meetings this sea- 
son will the 
hear him. 


invite Catholics to 

When the Catholic people know that 
they can come to Jesus and be saved, 
they will have no use for priests, good 
or bad. 
the 


He who is the only Priest, 

the 
them and 
But then they will cease to be 
Romanists and will become zealous 
workers to call others out of that un- 
godly system, and thus destroy it. Ro- 
manism will continue to flourish on 
this earth until the people learn the 


only Mediator, 
viour, will receive 
them. 


only Sa- 


bless 


way of salvation through Jesus Christ. 
Its political power may be destroyed 

and every lover of liberty should 
co-operate in crippling the power of 
Rome in that respect—but the real 
power of the Roman Church is built 
on the ignorance and superstition of 
its followers. Let in the light of the 
Gospel, and the darkness will disap- 
pear in the power of Him who saiG, 
“T am the light of the world: he that 
followeth Me shall not walk in dark- 
ness. but shall have the light of life.” 
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A Roman Catholic Priest Converted. 

When Gypsy Smith first visited 
New York, ten years ago, he began 
his meetings in the old Bedford 
Street Church, downtown, where 
Stephen Merritt, the famous under- 
taker and Methodist preacher, was 
pastor. There was also at that 
time at Christ’s Mission a Catholic 
priest who had theological difficul- 
ties about accepting the Protestant 
faith, We attended the Gypsy’s 
meetings accompanied by _ this 
priest, and when at the close of his 
meeting Mr. Smith beheld the 
priest at the altar railing seeking 
salvation, he the 
platform to tell the congregation 
how a Roman Catholic and even a 
priest could be converted. Mr. 
Smith has related this incident in 
his “Autobiography,” which has 
Magazine, 
and which is again commended to 
our readers as a most entertaining 
volume. 


called us up to 


been reviewed in this 


The Way of Salvation for All. 

Instead of occupying the time of 
the meeting with a recital of the 
difficulties that beset priests in the 
spiritual life, we briefly related our 
experience in dealing with this par- 
ticular priést, and then requested 


the Gypsy to tell the congregation 
how this priest, and even the Pope 
of Rome, could be saved. 


“Why,” said he, “there is no 
other way but that which you have 
pointed out—all must come to Jesus 
in faith and trust. The Pope of 
Rome is a sinful like this 
priest here, and like you and me 
and all this congregation; and there 
is no other Name 


man, 


under heaven, 
no other Way, but the name of 
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Jesus Christ by which we can be 
saved. All have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God; and 
Christ, the Son of God, made atone- 
ment for all; He is an all-sufficient 
Saviour. The blood of Jesus Christ 


cleanseth from all sin. 


No Other Mediator—Quit Your Sins. 

If a Catholic has that faith, con- 
cluded the Gypsy, he can be saved. 
But he must have no other gods, 
no other mediators; nothing must 
come between him and his Saviour. 
must be washed in the 
blood of the Lamb; and there is 
the promise that the Lamb of God 
taketh away the sin of the world. 
But the sinner must abandon his 
sinful ways; he cannot be the friend 
of God while he is consciously liv- 
ing in sin. And he can put away 
sin by the new power given to him. 
More than that, he, the redeemed 
sinner, can grow in grace and the 
knowledge of God by faithful serv- 
ice to his Master, Christ. The sin- 
ner is mastered by his passions and 
the evil tendencies of his nature; 
and a hard master he finds in Satan, 
the prince of this world. But the 
loving Saviour with all power in 
heaven and on earth gives the vic- 
tory to the children of God. 


His sins 


The Way of Calvary—Sacrifice and Faith 

Before the priest left the meeting 
the Gypsy and himself had knelt in 
prayer, and another soul was born 
into the kingdom. Truly there is 
only one way for man born of 
woman to come into the presence 
of the King, and that is by the way 
of Calvary—sacrifice, surrender and 
faith in Him who died that we 
might live with God for all eternity. 
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Catholics Should Be Told the Gospel 
Way. 
The 


know 


Roman Catholics do not 
this; their priests do not 
know this way. They should know 
it by some means. It is a great 
mistake for the Catholics to de- 
pend upon the priests for sacra- 
ments; it is a great delusion, a sleep 
of spiritual death from which they 
should be aroused. Who shall de- 
liver them? Not the people of the 
world, not their friends in com- 
merce, politics or society. But the 
people of God can help to deliver 
these people from the bondage of 
sin and the bondage of Rome. The 
work of the Reformation has not 
ceased. It goes on in every coun- 
try where Catholics abound. The 
Governments of France, Italy and 
Spain are nobly endeavoring to re- 


form the Church of Rome by cur- 
tailing its privileges and crippling 
its power; and they are admirably 
succeeding in the interests of hu- 


man liberty. But a greater work 
than this can be done in giving 
spiritual liberty to the people who 
have been deprived by that apostate 
Church of the knowledge of God 
in Jesus Christ. We wish we could 
make the whole world echo the cry, 
O Catholic peoples come to Christ! 


France an Open Door. 

On his return from Europe last 
month to attend the annual con- 
ference of the Bishops of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, Bishop 
William Burt, who is inti- 
mately conversant religious 
conditions in Europe, said in regard 
to the situation in France: 


“We have numerous invitations 
urging us to come to France. Doors 
are wide open. The Pope can never 


most 
with 
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recover his hold upon the people of 
this republic. His followers in 
France to-day are the reactionaries 
and the ignorant. The intelligence 
and the loyalty of France are in re- 
bellion against him. Now is our 
chance, now or never. God help us 
to have faith and courage equal to 
the occasion. No greater blessing 
could come to the nations of Eu- 
rope than a revival of soul-stirring, 
conscience-awakening and joy-giv- 
ing Methodism. This revival is 
coming. Indeed, it has already be- 
gun. Let us do our duty and the 
results will be all that our hearts 
could desire.” 


—— 


The Massacre in Piedmont. 


This sonnet by John Milton was 
effectual in securing the active in- 
terference of Oliver Cromwell in 
behalf of the Waldenses. 
Avenge, O Lord! thy 
saints, whose bones 

Lie scattered on the Alpine moun- 
tains cold; 

Even them who kept thy truth so 
pure of old, 

When all our fathers worshipped 
stocks and stones. 

Forget not! in thy 
their groans 

Who were thy sheep, and in their 
ancient fold 

Slain by the bloody 
that rolled 

Mother with infant down the rocks. 
Their moans 

The vales redoubled 
and they 

To heaven. Their martyred blood 
and ashes sow 

O’er all the Italian fields, 
still doth sway 

The triple tyrant; that from these 
may grow 

A hundred-fold, who having learned 
thy way, 

Early may fly the Babylonian woe. 


slaughtered 


record 


book 


Piedmontese 


to the hills, 


where 
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ROMANISM. 


HE following are extracts from 
an article in the British 
Weekly, September 20, 1906. This re- 
markable anti-Roman Catholic article 
Dr. Robert- 
son Nicoll, whose place in English lit- 
It is time for 
the Nonconformists who are so much 
in favor of Home Rule for Ireland to 
learn what Romanism is. 


was written by the editor, 


erature is very high. 


“The 


He said: 


Dr. Nicoll headed his article 
Future of Romanism.” 


At the beginning of the twentieth 
century the Papacy seems to be fight- 
ing for its life, desperately, blindly, de- 
terminedly. What is to be the issue? 
In his Gifford lectures on the “Knowl- 
edge of God,” Professor Gwatkin ex- 
presses the opinion that the Latin 
Church is dead. He does not doubt 
that the Church of Rome can still show 
men who would be a credit to any 
religion. But paganism can now show 
such men, too, and in Dr. Gwatkin’s 
opinion all the evidence points to the 
conclusion that these men derive their 
goodness rather from the common 
stock of religion than from the par- 
ticular additions with which the 
Church of Rome has overlaid it. Be- 
sides, an infallible Church is necessar- 
ily an incorrigible Church. No reform 
is possible for the Papacy. The in- 
fallible Church must go on setting 
truth and reason at defiance in in- 
trigues for political supremacy till 
she either breaks in pieces, or withers 
away, or sinks into some gulf of an- 
archy. “Meaner Churches may repent 
and amend ; but for Rome reform is 
suicide 

On the other hand, M. Sabatier, in 
his recent book on “Disestablishment 
in France,” looks forward to the day 
when there will be a new Catholicism. 
Clericalism, he thinks, will be de- 
throned, and there will be a Catholi- 
cism in which love will be the supreme 
virtve, a Catholicism which will re- 
semble the old no more than the 
butterfly resembles the chrysalis, and 


yet it will be the old, and will be able 
to-morrow to emblazon on the pedi- 
ments of its temples the words of the 
“I come not to destroy, 


Galilean: but 


to fulfil.” 

Meanwhile the Roman Catholic 
Church continues, in the face of ter- 
rific difficulties, to assert her claim to 
a three-fold supremacy. First, there 
is the supremacy over the personal 
life, which is secured by the peniten- 
tial system, which places, when car- 
ried out, every secret at the mercy of 
the priest. Then there is the su- 
premacy of infallibility,e whereby the 
so-called certainties of theology are 
made to control the uncertainties of 
science and of reason. There is next the 
political aim of governing the world 
joined to the commercial aim of ma- 
king money out of the world. This is 
the lust for civil power, the desire 
to become a Church and a divider, 
which is agitating the world to-day. 

The sinister power of the Jesuits 
may have been weakened, but their 
aims are wholly unaltered. It is not 
many years ago since a Jesuit teacher 
declared that “we are entitled to con- 
clude that this declaration of the nec- 
essity of worldly possessions contains 
the infallible truth. Consequently ev- 
ery Catholic is forbidden to doubt this 
necessity or to contest it.” There can 
be no doubt that the Jesuits represent 
in this the determined policy of the 
Papacy. The armies of the Church are 
the political danger of every country 
which is not subservient to their pur- 
pose. Rome desires temporal power in 
order that she may enforce her rule. 
It is by physical coercion that so-called 
heretical opinions are to be eradicated, 
and that conscience, of which God 
alone is Lord, pvt in irons. The ter- 
rific history of the blood-stained 
Church must always be read with new 
horror and amazement. Sometimes one 
is disposed to think that violent Prot- 
estant controversialists exaggerate. 
But they do not exaggerate; in fact, 
it is almost impossible to exaggerate. 

If it is said that other Christian 
bodies have heen guilty of religious 
persecution, the answer is plain. They 
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have been guilty, though to no cor- 
responding extent, but they confess 
their sin, they have amended their 
practice, and they reprobate the no- 
tion of a return to their former usage. 
“Rome alone refrains because she is 
not strong enough to do what she 
would like to do, but openly avows the 
principle of religious persecution still.” 

We need not recapitulate the facts 
of the situation in France. The drama 
proceeds and the interest grows as 
the end is neared. The. world first 
awakened to the machinations of the 
Roman. Church in France when the 
Dreyfus affair took place, and it will 
never be possible to forget the un- 
speakable and diabolical wickedness of 
the Roman Catholic press in the busi- 
ness. Just as the Jesuits taught that 
anything and everything had to be 
sacrificed in the interests of the 
Church, so in the same manner Drey- 
fus had to be sacrificed for the sake 
of the army. 

With the dense stupidity character- 
istic of the Papacy in these later days, 
the French bishops have been com- 
pelled unwillingly to enter into a war 
against the State. The calculation is 
that the French people, when they see 
them turned out of the churches, will 
be aroused to indignation, and restore 
them their privileges. There is some- 
thing appalling in the utter calmness 
with which the decision of the Pope 
has been received. It appears as if the 
French had determined to have no re- 
ligion rather than the Roman Catholic 
religion. 

The same conflict is at a stage more 
or less advanced in all the Latin coun- 
tries. Said an eminent Roman Catho- 
lic writer some years ago: “The Latin 
countries are the despair of the 
Church.” We know what is going on 
in Spain and in Austria, but we have 
our problem nearer home in Ireland. 
It is highly significant that two im- 
portant organs of opinion, writing 
from very different standpoints, have 
recently recognized that the bane of 
Ireland is the Roman Catholic Church. 
The end and object of all Liberal leg- 
islation should be to emancipate the 
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Irish mind from spiritual bondage. 
The sure way to accomplish this is by 
conferring upon Ireland a sound sys- 
tem of education. It is idle. to expect 
to accomplish this work in alliance 
with the Roman Catholic hierarchy. 
They will never favor an education 
system which aims at intellectual 
emancipation. Intellectual emancipa- 
tion, however, is the prime necessity 
for Ireland. We do not forget the 
magnificent attempt of Lamennais and 
his friends to reconcile Rome and lib- 
erty. There was a time between the 
restoration of the Bourbon monarchy 
and the revolution of 1848, when he 
and his friends won for the Catholic 
Church the respect of French unbe- 
lievers. His essay on “Indifference 
in Matters of Religion” won him such 
favor that Leo XII was with difficulty 
prevented from making him a cardi- 
nal. But when in 1831 he went with 
Montalembert and Lacordaire to ap- 
peal to the Pope against the con- 
demnation of their paper, L’Avenir, 
all was changed, and Lamennais’ ca- 
reer was ended in a spiritual suicide. 
And so, cloud by cloud, the night 
came on. The Roman Catholic 
‘Church is no home for freedom. 


To Evangelize Italians. 
The Italian priest, Hermes Cavar- 


occhi, whose letter expressing his 
desire for an evangelical education 
appeared in the October CoNVERTED 
CATHOLIC, received last month a 
most friendly and encouraging letter 
from the Rev. Alexander Blackburn, 
Salem, Mass., commending him for 
his laudable desire to prepare for 
Christian work and evangelize the 
Italian people who are coming to 
this country in such large numbers. 
Mr. Cavarocchi, who is a graduate of 
The University of Naples, and who 
spent last summer and fall at the 
Mount Hermon School and at North- 
field, will continue his studies in the 
sible and in the English language 
under the care of Christ’s Mission. 
Though he is a learned man in litera- 
ture and science, he has much to 
learn of the Way and Word of God. 
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Christ’s Mission Work. 


Last month the Rev. F. H. Ja- 
cobs, the beloved leader of the Ful- 
ton Street Prayer Meeting, which 
has been held at 113 Fulton street, 
this city, every weekday for forty 
years, sent a Roman Catholic priest 
to Christ’s Mission with a letter in 
which he said: 

“This priest came into the prayer 
meeting ‘down and out,’ as he said. 
He seems to be in need of counsel 
and comfort, and so I send him to 
you.” 

The priest called at Christ’s Mis- 
sion to relate his story of sorrow 
and trouble with a bishop, and his 
useless appeal to Falconio, the papal 
delegate, for the redress of his griev- 
ances. As he had no intention of 
the Roman Church and 
knew nothing of Protestant Chris- 


leaving 


tianity he was in a quandary. How 
to be of service to him while he still 
clung to the superstitions of Rome 


was a puzzle. He had never at- 
tended a Protestant service until he 
went to the Fulton Street Prayer 
Meeting; and as that is not a preach- 
ing or teaching service, but only 
one of petition, praise and glorious 
testimony of answered prayer, it 
was beyond the comprehension of 
this priest. 
& 

Many Catholics come to Christ’s 
Mission with complaints 
bishops and priests, whom they 
would like to punish for divers 
crimes and misdemeanors. One case 
was that of a respectable man who 
had worked for the Jesuits around 
their church on Sixteenth street, 
and who claimed that they discharg- 
ed him without full payment for his 
services. He wished to sue them 


against 


in court, but had no money for a 
lawyer to plead his cause; “and 
without a good lawyer,” he added, 
“they would beat me all the time.” 

He wanted Christ’s Mission to 
get him a lawyer and punish those 
wicked Jesuits, “who had no more 
Christian charity than a lot of 
Pagans.” The poor man had many 
sad stories to relate of his experi- 
ence with those “holy fathers.” 

a 

More delicate and more difficult 
are the cases where women call to 
complain of priests. A whole vol- 
ume could be written on this sub- 
ject. One young lady whom a priest 
had promised to marry sent to the 
Mission his letters, in which he had 
addressed her as his dear wife. She 
was advised to urge him to mar- 
ry her, and to tell him that she had 
communicated with friends who 
sympathized with her in her deso- 
late condition. The sudden death 
of the priest, who had been removed 
to another parish, put an end to the 
correspondence. The young lady 
first met the priest while she was at 
a convent school. 


It must be said in justice that 
priests are often in the way of 
temptation when they visit the con- 
vents at all hours. Old Father 
“Mike” Lyons once said a true thing 
at a clerical dinner in Chicago when 
Dr. Thomas Foley, the _ bishop, 
asked his opinion of a certain re- 
ligious order and the convent pupils. 

“My opinion is, bishop,” said 
Father Mike, “that the best way to 
do with those nuns—and for the 
matter of that with nuns in general 
—is to have nothing at all to do 
with them. That, bishop, is the ex- 
perience of an old priest.” 
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All experienced priests who wish 
to preserve their self-respect and 
avoid trouble will agree with the 
old priest. But “to have nothing to 
do with nuns” and their pupils is not 
always possible when the convent is 
near the priest’s house. 

A CENTRAL MISSION 
NEEDED. 


BUILDING 


The present temporary location of 
Christ’s Mission is not well adapted 
for daily conferences and preaching 
services. When the old building on 
West Twenty-first street was sold 
it was announced that in addition 
to the price obtained, the sum of 
$10,000 would be required for a 
new building centrally located. At 
the meetings in Masonic Temple in 
the spring and early summer the 
friends attending the services con- 
tributed $1,500; and since then 
$1,000 more can be relied on. That 
leaves $7,500 to be made up before 
the new building can be secured. 
This is the situation at present. 
Meantime the work of the Mission 
will go on, and priests who desire 
to leave the Roman Church on re- 
ligious grounds will be helped in 
its limited quarters at No. 138 West 
Ninety-seventh street, between Co- 
lumbus and Amsterdam avenues. 
The Ninety-sixth street station of 
the subway is only a few minutes’ 
walk from the house, which is also 
accessible by the Sixth or Ninth 


avenue elevated line, or the electric 
cars. There are many churches in 
the vicinity of this temporary home 
of the Mission, the most notable be- 
ing the Scotch Presbyterian Church, 
the Rev. David G. Wylie, D.D., 
pastor, which celebrated its 150th 
anniversary last month. Though a 
young man, in the forties, Dr. Wylie 
has been a leading pastor in the city 
for many years. 
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The Spanish Evangelical Church, 


The Spanish Evangelical Church 
was formed in 1899 by the coming to- 
gether of a number of congregations 
supported by different nationalities, 
but carried on to a large extent by 
Spanish laborers. It represented 
twenty congregations with 30 sta- 
tions. In 1905 a church in Cadiz, 
having been given up on account of 
financial straits by the Scottish so- 
ciety which was supporting it, un- 
dertook to maintain itself. Last 
year the Synod issued a _ pro- 
test against the open or covert in- 
tolerance of the Spanish officials, 
which was published in full by some 
of the leading newspapers. A school 


examination held a few months ago 
at the village of Escurial was witness- 
ed with interest by a number of visi- 
tors, of whom the burgomaster was so 
highly pleased that he promised to 
bring the provincial school inspector 


with him next time—and he did so a 
few weeks later. This officer too be- 
came interested. In Santander, Bilbao 
and Almeria the Evangelicals have 
been invited to some official functions ; 
and more recently the Minister of 
Worship invited the students of the 
gymnasium in Madrid to an anniver- 
sary celebration of Don Quixote. This 
gymnasium—where Spanish teachers 
and preachers are taught—occupies 
one of the highest sites in Madrid, 
and is visible from a far distance. Be- 
sides it there is a theological seminary 
in Andalusia which was _ established 
by the Scotch ; and the American girls’ 
school in Madrid is attended by chil- 
dren of the higher circles. Evangeli- 
cal literature constitutes an important 
feature in the Protestant work. Ten 
evangelical periodicals are published in 
Spain. It has not been possible, on 
account of the prevailing intolerance, 
to ascertain exactly the number of 
evangelical Spaniards, but Pastor 
Theodore Fliedner, of Madrid, esti- 
mates it at between 10,000 and 1!2,- 
000.—New York Christian Advocate, 
Sept. 27, 1906. 
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NORTHFIELD MEMORIES. 

BY, THE EDITOR, 
For a long time the Editor of 
THE CoNnverTeD CaAtTHotic had not 
the privilege of making a prolonged 
stay at Northfield until this year 
when his desire to attend the post 
conference meetings in August and 
part of September 


was gratified, 
after 


the conference 
Christian workers had 
i881 he attended the first confer- 
ence for the study of the Bible, 
called by Dwight L. Moody. Until 
his death in 1900 Mr. Moody sent 
out the invitations to Christian peo- 
ple to assemble in his native vil- 
lage for a few weeks in summer for 
the consideration of the things re- 
lating to God, under the leadership 
of the most capable teachers he 
‘could find. Since Mr. Moody’s de- 
parture for the 
William R. Moody, has sent 
the annual 
work at 


regular for 


closed. In 


eternal home, his 
son, 
out 


the 


invitation; and as 
Northfield, including 
the Seminary and the Mount Her- 
mon School for boys, has grown, 
the attendance has been large— 
larger this year than ever before. 
It was a turning point in the life 
of the writer when he went to 
Northfield twenty-five years ago. 
He had renounced the priesthood 
and rejected the doctrines and con- 
demned the practices of the Roman 
Catholic Church a few years before. 
After leaving the Roman Church 
he had studied medicine in Cincin- 
nati, intending to make that pro- 
fession his life work. But Almighty 
God, in whom he had never lost 
faith amid the mass of Roman su- 
perstitions, had other work for him 
to do; and he did not resist the 
Spirit when the way of the Lord 
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was made known to him. At North- 
field he learned that the sum of all 
knowledge, of all 
theology, was 


science, of all 
“To know Thee, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom Thou has sent.” 

Some of this the Editor referred 
to in an address at “Round Top,” 
the hallowed spot at Northfield in 
the Seminary campus where lie the 
sarthly remains of Mr. and Mrs. 
Moody. The occasion was the an- 
nual meeting of.the trustees of the 
Seminary and of Mount Hermon 
School in September, when Mr. 
Hopkins, the only one of the trus- 
tees who was present at the first 
conference in 1881, invited “Father 
O'Connor, one of Mr. Moody's early 
friends,” to deliver an address at 
the religious meeting on Round Top, 
Sunday afternoon, September 22. It 
was a great pleasure to be present 
at such a service, which was attend- 
ed by the 450 students of the Semi- 
nary ; and it was a privilege to refer 
to the great founder of the work at 
Northfield and the men of 
God who had met there in other 
The same Spirit that had 
led those men in early days still 
moved among the present workers 
to bring all whom they could influ- 
ence nearer to God and to a closer 
union with Jesus Christ and a more 
comprehensive view of His work 
for the salvation of the world. The 
young people educated in the sem- 
inary would go out from it with 
the certainty that their purpose to 
know Christ, to 
follow Him and 


other 


days. 


learn of Him, to 
work for Him 
would be as acceptable in the sight 
of God as the labors of the Godly 
men who had met there in Round 


Top twenty-five years ago. Most 
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of those great men had passed on 
to the eternal life, but Mr. Hopkins 
was still with them, and Dr. George 
F. Pentecost, the great preacher at 
the first conference, was now a per- 
manent resident of Northfield, a robust 
man of 64, who has endeared himself 
to all the people of the old town of 
Northfield. Dr. A. T. Pierson was 
now also a resident of Northfield for a 
great partof the year; and in yearsto 
come, the Editor said, he hoped to 
visit Northfield 
was his 


more frequently, 
spiritual birthplace. 
now in the meridian 
of life had brought to the present 
the memories of the early days; and 
the new generation, in the power 
of God, could do 


work at Northfield. 


as it 
Other friends 


even a greater 
J. A. OC. 


Temperance Societies Crowded 
Out. 


At the annual meeting of the 
Springfield, Mass., diocesan union 
of Father Mathew temperance so- 
cieties held at Chicopee Falls last 
month, the Rev. William E. Foley, 
the president of the union, sorrow- 
fully declared in his annual report 
that the Father Mathew societies 
had not made progress during the 
past year. This was in great part 
due, he said, to the popularity of 
other societies (Knights of Colum- 
bus, Ancient Order of Hibernians, 
etc.). In former years, he contin- 
ued, the Father Mathew society 
club rooms were about the only 
places in which the members could 
properly enjoy themselves, but to- 
day the club rooms of many other 
organizations tend to draw away in- 
terest from this work of temper- 
ance. He mentioned the passing 
of the oldtime temperance orator. 
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What was to be done, he said, he 
did not know, but the fact remains 
that there are too many wrecks of 
temperance societies in Massachu- 
setts. 

Resolutions were adopted at the 
convention urging more strict en- 
forcement of the laws against the 
selling of beer from house to house, 
and also of the laws regarding the 
sale of liquor on Sunday. But a 
resolution pledging the society to a 
campaign for no license was not 
adopted, on the plea that a large 
revenue was derived from the liquor 
interests. (This summary of the 
proceedings is taken from the 
Springfield Republican, October 11.) 

& 

In other New England States the 
Roman Catholic priests are com- 
plaining of the loss of Church rev- 
enue on account of the many fees 
exacted by the various organiza- 
tions which have been 
recent years. The Roman Catholic 
high first encouraged 
these societies in the hope that the 
members could thus be induced to 
refrain from joining the Odd Fel- 
lows, Freemasons, Knights of Pyth- 
ias and other organizations that are 
composed of Protestants, Jews and 
men of no particular religion. The 
Roman Church not control 
these societies, but if its members 
could have “secrecy,” “degrees,” 
“regalia” and “passwords” in their 


organizations they might still be 
good Catholics and continue obe- 
dient to the hierarchy. The Father 
Mathew society has been the most 
respectable in the Roman Cotholic 
Church, but it is evident the 
Knights of Columbus and the other 
organizations have supplanted it, 
and these being secular are becom- 
ing independent of the priests. 


formed in 


priests at 


could 
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The Mohonk Conference. 


At the Lake Mohonk Conference 
last month the Rev. John Bancroft 
Devins, D.D., of the New York 
Observer, and the treasurer of 
Christ’s Mission, of the 
principal speakers. He related a 
number of personal experiences and 
reminiscences of life and religious 
the Filipinos in 
Manila, Cavite and other towns in 
the provinces. He said in substance: 


was one 


services among 


There is no idea on the part of 
the American missionary to force 
his form of religion on the Filipino, 
but there is a determination on the 
part of the American Protestant 
Church that every man everywhere 
shall have an opportunity to choose 
for himself what form of religion 
he shall accept and profess. With 
the Protestant religion go schools 
and hospitals and industrial train- 
ing institutions. I was told that 
the Silliman Institute at Dumaguete 
had done more to pacify the Island 
of Negros than all the efforts of the 
American government. The Amer- 
ican teachers sent by the govern- 
ment giving the people an opportun- 
ity and the right to think for them- 
selves were more destructive to the 
reign of superstition and ignorance 
than the American army carrying 
rifle and sword. 

Dr. William Hayes Ward, of The 
Independent, also delivered an _ ad- 
dress at the Conference, in which 
he said: 

There is a feeling in the islands, 
not of hostility to the Catholic 
Church, but to those who have rep- 
resented the Catholic Church in the 
islands, and it has required great 
care and diplomacy to avoid even 
more friction than there has been 
in adjusting conditions. 

As the Catholic Church is known 
everywhere by those who “repre- 
sent” it—the bishops, priests and 
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monks—opposition to the represen- 
tatives is hostility to the Church. 
The priests and monks are essential 
parts of the Roman Catholic Church, 
If Dr. Ward had been a Romanist 
he would know that an offence 
against a priest or monk is a more 
serious matter than blasphemy 
against God. The Rev. J. R. Slat- 
tery has not been excommunicated 
for his repudiation of the Bible and 
his practical denial of the divinity of 
Christ. But if he had opposed any 
of the decrees he would 
have incurred excommunication by 
the very act. The hostility of the 
Filipinos is indubitably against the 
Roman Church as well as against 
the friars, the representatives of the 
Church. Their willingness to ac- 
cept the teaching of the Christian 
religion presented by 


Pope’s 


when the 


Protestant missionaries is proof that 
they 


are against the Church of 
Rome, which has not benefited them 
morally or spiritually. As Dr. Dev- 
ins said, with the Protestant relig- 
ion go schools and hospitals and in- 
and a moral and 
The Protestant 
the Philippines have 
been wonderfully successful. They 
should be generously sustained. 


dustrial training, 
spiritual uplift. 
missions in 


A Christian Governor. 


Without regard to party politics 
all citizens of New York rejoice that 
Charles E. Hughes has been chosen 
Governor of the State at the elec- 
tion on Governor 
Hughes is an eminent lawyer of this 
city, the only son of the Rev. D. C. 
Hughes, D.D., a Baptist minister, 
greatly beloved and honored for his 
character and learning and his faith- 
fulness as a minister of Christ. 


November 6. 
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Washington Items. 


Official statements Wash- 
ington, October 24, declare that 
“there is every indication that the 
number of immigrants arriving in 
this country this year will be great- 
er than ever before, and may reach 
1,400,000.” Three-fourths of these 
immigrants are Roman Catholics 
and Jews. Politicians will be very 
zealous in soliciting those immi- 
grants to ally themselves with their 
political parties. Will not Christians 
do something to bring them to a 
knowledge of Christ the Saviour? 
Much is being done, but it should be 
multiplied tenfold to meet this oncom- 
ing tide of ignorance and superstition. 

o> 


from 


For the first time in the history 
of the United States a Hebrew has 
been made a member of the Cabi- 
net at Washington. The gentle- 
man, Mr. Oscar S. Straus, of New 
York, is an excellent man who has 
done good service for the country 
in diplomacy. 
note that a 
Charles J. 


should 


But it is worthy of 
Roman Catholic (Mr. 
Bonaparte) and a Jew 
be at the same 
President 
inet. & 


time mem- 


bers of Roosevelt’s Cab- 


Last month Prof. Maurice F. 
Egan, of the Catholic University, 
an amiable man and something of a 
litterateur, was appointed a member 
of the Board of Indian Commis- 
sioners by President Roosevelt. Dr. 
Egan is the second member of the 


Catholic University faculty whom 


the President has appointed to pub- 
lic office, Dr. Charles P. Neill, for- 
merly professor of political econ- 


omy, being now labor commission- 
er. & 


The Catholic University is such a 
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small affair in its scholarship and 
influence that it will surprise no one 
more than the great mass of the 
priests that public officials should 
be drawn from its faculty. 
as 

The Rev. Dr. Doyle, the Paulist 
priest, now a resident of Washing- 
ton in connection with the “Mis- 
sion to non-Catholics,” is a fre- 
quent caller at the White House. 
Truly Rome is in politics in the 
United States, and Washington, the 
seat of government, is its headquar- 


ters. 

Kind Words. 
Presbyterian Witness, 
Nova Scotia, Oct. 20, 1906.] 

The Rev. James A. O’Connor is 
thus spoken of by the Rev. Dr. James 
M. Buckley, the veteran editor of the 
New York Christian Advocate: 

“Father O’Connor was for eight 
years a Catholic priest, during which 
time he heard the confessions of fully 
forty thousand persons; but for more 
than twenty years he has been wide- 
ly known in this city on account of 
the mission he sustains. He is a 
highly intelligent man, well educated, 
and for years has carried on a series 
of Letters addressed to Cardinal Gib- 
bons, in which he discusses various 
elements of Roman Catholic doctrine 
and practice. He stands very high in 
this city. Professor Thomas C. Hall, 
of Union Seminary, the son of the 
celebrated Dr. John Hall, has known 
Father O’Connor for many years.” 


[The 


Halifax, 


Dr. Buckley then mentions THE 
CONVERTED CatHotic, of which 
Father O’Connor is Editor, a month- 
ly, costing $1.00 a year. Father 
O’Connor says that from the begin- 
ning of this year twelve Italian priests 
have come to him declaring their firm 
resolve to leave the R. C. Church. 
In twelve years fifty Italian priests 
have come to him and have renounced 
the Church of Rome. The younger 
clergy in Italy are largely in a state 
of unrest. One element is the antag- 
onism of the Pope and the Jesuits to 
the Government of Italy. 
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Divinity of Mary. 

While some critics of the Bible are 
attacking the divinity of Christ, the 
Roman Catholics, by the process of 
deduction from the teaching of their 
Church, are contending for the divinity 


of Mary, the mother of the humanity 
of Jesus. The New York Herald, 
October 29, 1906, had this item, un- 
der the heading, “Shot in Religious 


Quarrel: 

As a result of an argument about 
the Virgin Mary, three men were ta- 
ken to Bellevue Hospital last night 
suffering from bullet wounds, and an- 
other was locked up in the East Fifth 
street police station and charged with 
shooting them. ‘Tony Grassi, of No. 
304 East Eleventh street, was shot in 
the chin; Niccolo De Luco, of No. 337 
East Eleventh street, in the left thigh, 
and Michael, his brother, of the same 
address, in the forehead. They will 
recover. Cunne Arzenzo, of No. 331 
East Eleventh street, is the prisoner. 

Grassi and the Du Locos maintained 
that the mother of Jesus was human. 
Arzenzo took the negative, and, find- 
ing his arguments unavailing, he drew 
a revolver, and before the others 
could escape from his room, he shot 
all three. 


Those three Italians are 


The 
priests will doubtless procure a good 
lawyer for the defender of the “divin- 
ity of Mary.” 


wounded 


evidently enlightened men. 


* 3 
In the same issue of 


the Herald 
there is another item, under the head- 
ing, “Boy Rescues a Girl in Convent,” 
which relates how a Miss O’Connor, 
of the Convent of Notre Dame, 
Montreal, appealed in a tearful letter 
to her friend in New York, Eddie Pat- 
terson, to deliver her from the con- 
vent. Eddie and another youth start- 
ed for Montreal, October 27, but the 
police of that city were warned to pro- 


tect the convent against their daring 
rescue. 


Theater-Goers. 


New York is. the. largest:-Roman 
Catholic city in the world; it is also 
the largest Jewish city. Both peoples 
constitute one-half of the population 
of the city. excellent 
some of these people may be they 
are different from the Amer- 
ican people in the qualities that 
distinguish the Americans who have 
made the United States the fore- 
most country of the world. All citi- 
zens have contributed in some meas- 
ure, even in a negative way, by re- 
pression. 

It has long been known that the 
Jews and Roman Catholics are the 
owners of all the theaters in New 
York. Their patrons are drawn 
largely also from the same peoples, 
who, when they become thoroughly 
Americanized, will have a_ higher 
standard than that depicted in the fol- 
lowing note in the Philadelphia Pres- 
byterian, of October 24: 

Arnold Daly, the theatrical actor 
and manager who was prevented from 
putting a certain drama, by Bernard 
Shaw,on the American stage, has filed 
a petition in bankruptcy. This may 
be a hopeful sign of a change for the 
better in the public taste, but such a 
conclusion is likely to be premature. 
Mr. Winter, in the New York Tribune, 
says that, “Dramas of carnal passion 
and misery are the conspicuous fea- 
tures of the moment in our theaters. 
Those are the plays for which atten- 
tion has been especially claimed and 
upon which it has especially been be- 
stowed. Who is the better for them? 
The same old distressing picture is 
shown, and the same old rancid scrap 
of stale morality is dangled before the 
public nose—as if any human being, 
having access to the New Testament, 
stands in the slightest need of precepts 
commendatory of cleanly life! Or, as 
if any person, having access to the 
newspapers, has any need of addition- 
al information as to creatures of de- 
pravity, deeds of crime, and scenes of 
horror.” 


However 


very 
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INTO THE LIGHT—A PRIEST’S CONVERSION. 


BY REV. 

| F one had told me two years ago 
that | have to endure 
persecution, backbiting and slander, 
from the pulpit and the press; that 
the renegade and 
the like, would be thrown in my face, 


would 


names apostate, 
I would have hesitated a great deal 
before undertaking what I have un- 
dertaken 
done. 


and doing what I have 

For the last eight years I have 
had a desire to leave the Church of 
Rome, because I had lost confidence 
in her leaders, and faith in her doc- 
trines. [I that many a 
time I have sought to break my 


chains, but without success. 


can prove 


Let the public suspect unworthy 
motives in me. 
itself, concerning those 
who have left the “Good (?) Moth- 


er. 


It is only history 
repeating 


Strange! the more the clergy 
have abused me, the more sympathy 
have I the R. C. 


But I am not writing a 


received from 
people. 
plea pro domo—that will come later 
on. What I want the readers of 
The Canadian Baptist to know, they 
who can understand me, is what the 
Lord, in His mercy, has done for 
me. 

Providence, as I left Rome, caus- 
ed me to meet a man of God, the 
Rev. Isaac Lafleur, of Lowell, 
Mass., who did me a great deal of 
good, and who led me to Feller In- 
stitute, at Grande Ligne. I was 
acquainted with Protestants. I had 
friends among them, but I was far 
irom ready to accept their doctrines. 
I had to go through a great strug- 
gle during the first three months of 


my stay at the Institute. 


CHARLES 


FOURNIER. 


All that Christian 
were praying for me. I did not un- 
the doctrine of the new 
birth, it seemed absurd to me. Grad- 
ually a work of grace took place 
within me, and when | 


time friends 


derstand 


understood 
my own guilt, and the infinite love 
of God for me, I realized that I 
was With joy then I cast 
aside all that belonged to the old 
man. 


saved. 


My burden had fallen, | was free, 
things that caused me terror before 
my conversion had lost their pow- 
er. I prayed for and I forgave my 
maligners. I can say that I never 
felt as great a peace as when ev- 
erything had been done to drag me 
in the mud by enemies. 

After God, I thank the brethren 
at Grande Ligne, who have been to 
me what Ananias was to Paul. 

Henceforth I want to devote my- 
self to the conversion of my fellow- 
countrymen. 

My desire is not so much to ex- 
pose the Roman-system, as to show 
them Christ and Him crucified. I 
want to make up for a sacerdotal 
life of eleven years, full of sin. A 
priest writing to me a few days 
ago, “Your 


Says: predecessor, 


Chiniquy, died howling and calling 


for a priest, but his sons-in-law pre- 


vented one from coming; the same 


will happen to you, unless you 
come back and pray the Holy Vir- 
gin.” You recognize their tactics 
here—insults, always insults. 

I hope to die like Father Chin- 
iquy hand, the name of 
Jesus on my lips, and in my heart 
the blessed hope of Divine greeting 


and the supreme reward. 


arms in 


However, 
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this will not prevent Roman Cath- 
olics from saying that I have called 
for a priest when I come to die. 
Meanwhile I am happy and thank 
the Lord for all His mercies. 

In a previous volume of THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC we referred to 
the conversion of Mr. Fournier and 
the cordial reception he received 
from Protestant friends in Canada. 
After a course of study at Feller 
Institute in connection with the 
Grande Ligne Mission he became a 
teacher in that institution and is 
now engaged in evangelistic work 
under the auspices of the Baptist 
Church in Canada. 

Mr. Fournier is a man of charac- 
ter and ability. His father was a 
prominent member of the Quebec 
Legislature, and his uncle is a Ro- 
man Catholic bishop. 


Priests Do Not Make the Real 
Christ. 


At the annual conference of the 


\Vomen’s Protestant Union in Lon- 
don, England, recently, one of the 
speakers, Baron Bethune, formerly 
a Roman Catholic priest, made a 
good point when he said that: 

The Catholics did not really be- 
lieve in the’ presence of Christ in 
the Mass, though they were told 
that the wafer was changed into 
the real and true Christ when the 
priest pronounced the words, “Hoc 
est corpus meum’—“This is my 
body.” If they believed that, why 
did they pack their trunks, go to 
Lourdes and other shrines, and 
there worship a statue of the Virgin 
Mary or some “saint,” when their 
Church tells them they had the 
“living Christ” upon their altars? 
As well might Mary and Martha 
have gone to Egypt to implore some 
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idol for the health of Lazarus. As 
a matter of fact Roman Catholics 
do not implore God or Jesus Christ 
—their confidence seemed to be in 
“saints” made of wood or plaster. 


The Roman Catholic Church 
teaches that Christ is really present 
—“true God and true man, as He 
was on earth and is now in heaven” 
—in the wafer used at Mass after 
the has pronounced the 
words of consecration. It has been 
well said that a person who be- 
lieves that will believe anything, 
however absurd it may be. As a 
matter of fact, the priests them- 
selves have no faith in their power 
to “create their Creator,” to use 
the expression of Liguori, the great 
“saint” and Doctor of the Church. 

Many years ago a priest came to 
Christ’s Mission directly from his par- 
ish, who said that for years he had not 
believed in  transubstantiation, and 
when saying Mass every morning he 
did not pronounce the words of con- 
secration, but used to say, when hold- 
ing the wafer in his hands: “If you 
can change yourself into Christ, do 
so.” He also declared that when the 


priest 


people confessed their sins to him he 
did not pronounce the words of ab- 
solution—‘Ego te absolvo a peccatis 
tuis,” but would mumble some mean- 
ingless phrases. The people were de- 
ceived by this man, who for seven 
years was their priest. Though he 
voluntarily left the Roman Church, 
he was not converted, and die 
Many priests have 


no faith in Rome’s doctrines. 


some years ago. 


Many readers have not paid their 
subscriptions this year. That incon- 
veniences us. Please attend to it this 
month. The subscription is needed. 
The year ends next month. 
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Bits of Correspondence. 


From  Massachusetts:—I am 
greatly interested in the work you 
are doing and can realize, in some 
degree, what the forces are that are 
opposed to its progress. gut I 
pray that may have the 
strength and courage to continue 
the work. LE G & 


you 


& 


From Brooklyn:—As soon as I 
am through with reading THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC I send _ it, 
with the leaflet, “The Bible,’ which 
was printed in the October issue 
of the Magazine, where | think the 
most good will be done. 
ent I am 


At pres- 
unable to do much out- 
side work for others, but | am do- 
ing personal work at every oppor- 
tunity. = me Be. 
[Be friend, that 
personal work for Christ will result 
in many conversions and make the 
lives of all whom 


assured, dear 


can reach 

sweeter by bringing them into the 

presence of the King.—Isaiah 55.] 
& 


you 


From the 
label on the wrapper of THE Con- 


VERTED CATHOLIc that the subscrip- 


Michigan:—I see by 


tion, which was in the name of my 
daughter, has expired, and I 
that I must keep it up. 


feel 


This dear daughter, Carrie, who 
was much interested in the Maga- 
zine, left me for the home above on 
September 2. She died very happy, 
her last words being, “Jesus is 
coming to take me home.” She se- 
lected the text and the hymns for 
the funeral, and so passed into the 
presence of the Lord. 
ture leaves me all alone. My hus- 
band died a few months before Car- 
rie, and a few years ago my daugh- 


Her depar- 
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ter Ida and her brother Fred were 
taken away to the Father’s house. 
They are all safe with Jesus, and it 
will not be long before I shall go 
to meet them. I can only say “Thy 
will, not mine, O Lord, be done.” 
Carrie had taken the Magazine for 
sO many years that it will be more 
interesting to me now. M. S. G. 
[It is a great privilege for a 
mother to have the assurance, based 
upon the sure promises of our God, 
that her children are the 
The hearts of all 
our readers, with our own, will go 
out in 


safe in 
arms of Jesus. 


this 
Christian woman, now lonely and 


loving sympathy to 
acquainted with grief, even as was 
the condition of the Saviour while 
May the “Man of 
very 


on earth. Sor- 


rows” be near to her and bear 
her up in His everlasting arms un- 
til He comes with the ransomed of 
the Lord in joy and gladness, when 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
“And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor cry- 
ing, neither shall there be any more 
pain; for the former things are passed 
away.” 

We greatly appreciate the privi- 
lege of having among our regular sub- 
scribers and friends such families as 
that this 
home. | x 


represented in Michigan 


From Minnesota:—I read _ the 
Crowley book showing up the high 
priests of the Roman Church, which 
[ ordered from you a year ago, with 
great interest. Every American 
Protestant should read that book. I 
have sold and given away 34 copies, 
which I ordered from Crowley’s of- 
Chicago. 


fice in One of the priests 


in this county was so worked up over 
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it when he learned that I was selling 
the book that he denounced it 1n se- 
He said it was written by 
a crazy priest. i So 


vere terms. 


From Jersey City, N. J.:—It is 
not for lack of interest that I have 
delayed my subscription for this 
year, but from pure negligence. I 
certainly enjoy the Magazine. I 
hope other subscribers who have 
been negligent like me will wake 
up and send in their subscriptions 
to a Magazine which is not only 
helping Catholics groping for light 
and converted Catholics, but Prot- 
estants I know friends 
whom I have induced to take your 
Magazine who have been brought 
much closer to God. In fact, they 
faithful of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in our 
city, and I am sure their spirit is 
moving others. I hope you will re- 
ceive some encouragement from this 
testimony of the value of the Chris- 
tian work you are doing. 


well. 


as 


are now members 


as F. Sa A. 
From Launceston, Tasmania :— 
My interest in THE CONVERTED 


CATHOLIC is as intense as when I 
sent you my first subscription six- 
teen years ago; the fact is the Mag- 
azine has become a family neces- 
sity. I consider any Christian who 
iS anxious to up to date with 
the doings of the Papacy could not 
possibly do better than become a 
subscriber. But I all do 
do. Rest assured, my 
dear brother in our 


be 


suppose 
not see as | 


common Lord, 
we do not forget you in our private 
and family devotions. 

There is a very good demand for 
Father Crowley's book in these col- 
Onies. 


The book is certainly an aw- 
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ful arraignment of an awful system. 
| believe Crowley tells the truth: 
the whole truth from cover to cov- 
er. I hope and pray the Holy Spirit 
will yet lead him to come right out 
and devote the remainder of his life 
to the service of the Son of God, as 


you have done. W. W. 
& 


From St. Louis :—I have read some 
copies of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 
and it is such an interesting publica- 
tion that I must subscribe for it. I 
am a child of God, and I give Him 
thanks that He has opened your blind 
eyes and let you see the beautiful light 
of the Gospel. May you be the means 
of leading to Jesus many precious 
souls for whom He died, and that we 
all who are saved by grace may come 
rejoicing bringing in the sheaves. 

As I do mission work, I could dis- 
tribute many copies of the Magazine 
among the peopie. May God's rich- 
est blessing rest on His work in our 
hands and use you more and more for 
His honor and glory. G. B. 

[It will be a great pleasure to send 
a package of Magazines every month 
to this zealous child of God whose 
prayers and good wishes lift up the 
soul and comfort the heart. As our 
friend says, our eyes were blind while 
in the priesthood of Rome and we 
walked in darkness. Darkness does 
not comprehend the light; but when 
it is dispelled, “the true Light light- 
eth every one that cometh into the 
world.” | a 


From lJIowa:—THE 


CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC gives us much sound doc- 
trine and timely information in man- 
ly form. For me it is increasing in 


usefulness. You can consider me a 


J. McC. 


|The writer is a college professor. ] 


life subscriber. 
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GENERAL THOMAS MALEY HARRIS. 


HIS great American died on Sep- 
‘| tember 30 at his ancestral home, 
Harrisville, W. Va. In a letter to the 
Editor of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 
some years ago, General Harris gave 
the following sketch of his life: 

“I live within 600 yards of the spot 
where I was born, and my final rest- 
ing place will be within a half mile 
of the house where | first drew the 
Vital air. 

“I was born on the 17th day of 
June, in the year 1813, My first 
recollection of my surroundings is 
that of a howling wilderness, there 
being, as I now recall, only twenty 
families within a radius of five miles 
from the spot where I was born. |, 
therefore, spent my early years under 
all the disadvantages of pioneer life. 
My opportunities for education were 
of a very meager kind, and I was sev- 
enteen years old before I had a teach- 
er that could teach anything more 
than orthography, reading and the 
simplest rules of arithmetic. Eight 
months of schooling under competent 
instructors was all that I enjoyed in 
the but I have been 
learning all my life, as opportunity of- 
fered, from any one who was able to 


school room; 


add to my store of information in any 
department of investigation, whether 
secular or religious. 


“My maternal grandfather was from 
the south of Ireland, and was born 
and brought up in the Roman Cath- 
olic Church; but he came to America 
in his early life, and renounced the 
Church of Rome and became a Pres- 
byterian. 

“My paternal grandfather was born 
in the north of Ireland and was a 
Scotch - Presbyterian. My 
mother had received careful religious 


[rish 


instruction, and had acquired an ex- 
cellent understanding of the 
tures. 


Scrip- 
She taught me that the Bible 
was the Word of God, and inspired 
me with a feeling of veneration for its 
authority and of the importance of 
its diligent and faithful study. 

“So I have been a 
from my early years. 


Bible student 
She also taught 
the ‘“West- 
Shorter Cate- 
chism,” which I now regard as the 
most perfect human work in exist- 
ence.” 


me what is known as 


minster Assembly’s 


THE CAREER OF GENERAL HARRIS. 
General Harris was the oldest of 
seven children and was the last sur- 
vivor of the family by several years. 
After leaving Marietta College he be- 
came the Parkersburg 
Academy, and was married to Miss 
Sophia T. Hall, a Massachusetts lady, 
who was the principal of the girls’ 
department in the Academy. After 
his marriage he attended the Medical 
College, at Louisville, Ky., and in 
1843 began the practice of medicine 
in Harrisville. 


a teacher in 


He continued in prac- 
tice as a physician until 1861, when 
the Civil War broke out. As_ his 
smypathies were strongly for the Un- 
ion, he raised a regiment of troops, 
which was mustered into service, with 
Dr. Harris as Colonel, and his brother- 
in-law, Dr. M. S. 
Colonel. 


Hall, Lieutenart- 
For zeal, skill and bravery ir 
the field of battle Colonel Harris was 
made a brigadier-general. His mili- 
tary career was a distinguished one. 
He served under General Ulysses S. 
Grant, and was present at Appomattox 
when General Robert E. Lee surren- 
dered, in 1865. The military records 
note the fact that General Harris was 


privileged to silence with his co n- 
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mand the last battery ever put in ac- 
tion by General Lee. 

At the close of the Civil War Gen- 
eral Harris commissioned a 
Major-General; and Edwin M. Stan- 
ton, then Secretary of War, in recog- 
nition of his services in the field, ten- 


was 


dered him a command in the regular 
army, which was declined. 

In 1867 General Harris was elected 
to the Legislature of West Virginia. 
He also served his State as Adjutant- 
General, and was appointed pension 
agent at Wheeling by his old com- 

* mander, President U. S. Grant. After 
filling these various offices he return- 
ed to civil life and pursued the prac- 

Harrisville until 

His 


wife died in 1885, and three years af- 


tice of medicine in 


he was past the age of seventy. 


terward he was married to Miss Clara 
Maiey, of Iowa, who survives him. 
One son by shis first marriage, Mr. 
John T. Harris, the survivor of four 
children, is a well-known resident of 
Parkersburg, W. Va. The latter’s 
only child, Miss Ruth Florence Har- 
ris, a gifted young singer, frequently 
attended the Christ's 
Mission last season, to the great joy 


services in 


of her distinguished grandfather. 
General Harris was a member of the 
United Presbyterian Church, a de- 
vout, religious man. In a letter to 
the Editor of this Magazine, who was 
privileged to enjoy his friendship for 
many years, he made the following 
confession of his faith in Christ: 


A Glorious Testimony. 


HARRISVILLE, W. VA., 


I1gol. 
My Dear Brother O’Connor :—I am 


January 5, 


constrained to acknowledge the receipt 
of your very kind and sympathetic let- 
ter of the second Yes, 


inst. IT can 
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truly say that I am getting nearer to 
Christ day by day, and I confidently 
expect when the summons of death 
shall come, to hear His voice gently 
and sweetly saying: “It is I, be not 
afraid.” Now, whence this confident 
expectation? I have been a great 
sinner; | have made a record in the 
book of God’s remembrance that I can 
neither face nor efface; I have in- 
curred a load of guilt that I could 
But I trust in the 
Atonement made by my Saviour on 
the Cross of Calvary as made for me, 
and in that Blood which cleanseth 
from all sin, as having obliterated that 
bad record from the book of God’s 
remembrance. So I 


never remove. 


His word 
for it that my sins and iniquities shall 
be no more remembered ; and that they 
shall be cast into the depths of the 
sea. Now I feel that I am accepted 
of God as righteous in his sight only 
for the righteousness of Christ im- 
puted to me and received by faith 
alone. “Being thus justified by faith 
I have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

But more than this. I am also 
adopted into His spiritual family, and 
feel that I am being sanctified by the 
Spirit’s work within me by which I 
am being renewed in the inner man 
after the image of God, and am en- 
abled more and more to die unto sin 
and live unto righteousness. 

Now, Jesus says: “Him 
cometh unto Me I will in no wise 
out.” Here you have the full 
ground of my hope and of my assur- 
ance. It is founded on the Rock 
that is higher than I. Oh, how my 


have 


that 


cast 


heart yearns over those who trust in 
priestly absolution for the forgive- 
ness of sin, and in penances for ma- 


king them right with God; and who 
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after all, only hope to reach heaven 
through the purifying influence of 
purgatorial fire, “who, being ignor- 
ant of God’s righteousness, and go- 
ing about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves to the righteousness of 
God.” But God has a people even 
in Rome, for He is saying: “Come 
out of her, my people.” ; 

How are they His people, and how 
does He know them? They are His 
by His abounding love and of His 
sovereign choice; and so He knows 
them and will bring them out, as He 
is now doing. Let us praise the Lord 
for His goodness and for His wonder- 
ful works to the children of men. 

Most cordially and truly your 
brother in Christ, T. M. Harris. 

A HAPPY, USEFUL LIFE. 

The last twenty years of General 
Harris’ life were passed in the quiet 
and happiness of his beautiful home 
in Harrisville with his devoted wife 
His 
funeral took place October 3, and was 
attended by a vast multitude, not only 
of the people of Harrisville, but by 
representative men of Ritchie county 
and other parts of West Virginia. The 
press of the State paid glowing trib- 
utes to the exalted life 
deeds of this great man. Besides his 
distinction as a commander in the 
great strife for the preservation of 
the Union, he was, says the Harris- 
ville Ritchie Standard, October 4, “a 
man of public spirit and public enter- 
prise, and he retained his interest in 
the public welfare till his death. Re- 
ligion and education were the two 
things he considered of chief im- 
portance. He was an optimistic man, 
and was serene and contented in his old 


and a beloved adopted daughter. 


and _ noble 


age, and when the summons came for 
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him to leave this world, he was per- 
fectly willing and ready to go. He 
was a man of whom Ritchie county 
has long been proud, and his memory 
will be loved and revered. His name 
is written in the Nation’s history. He 
was a great actor in the greatest drama 
of American history.” 

“The passing of General Harris, our 
most renowned and most distinguished 
citizen,” says the same paper editor- 
ially, “is a silent reminder that the 
age of American history which his 


deeds, among those of many others, 


adorned and made forever famous, has 
passed away. His deeds belong to a 
past generation and his life to a past 
age. He had gone far into life and 
usefulness when most of us were 
born. Yet he lived up to the present. 
In nothing did he ever seem to be be- 
hind the times or to have any old 
time notions unsuited to the pres- 
ent. He was fully breast of the 
true spirit of progress in every de- 
partment of life. We have never 
seen an old man more full of the 
spirit of youth. He was_ hopeful, 
genial, pleasant and kindly interested 
in the people and the things about 
him. His mind and heart were in the 
present as much as if he had been in 
the bloom of youth instead of the frost 
of extreme old age.” 

In the Eighteenth and Nineteenth 
Volumes of THe Convertep CatH- 
OLIC we were privileged to publish a 
series of articles by General Harris 
with the title, “The Experiences of 
a Christian Soldier,” which attracted 
much attention. We reserve for our 
next issue a review of the work of 
General Harris as a member of the 
Military Commission that tried the 
conspirators in the assassination of 
President Lincoln, of which he wrote 
a history. 


We close this article with an extract 
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from the last contribution to the series 
by General Harris in THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC. 

a 


Thoughts On War. 


BY GENERAL T. M. HARRIS. 
General Sherman is reported to 
have said: “War is hell.” That it is 
the work of the Prince of Darkness, 
none can deny. 
than the Devil, 


things to His own glory. 


But God is greater 
and overrules all 
According- 

ly He makes good to come out of evil; 
and every war of which’ history tells 
us, has brought good to mankind by 
being overruled for the removal of 
some great evil—and so has contribu- 
ted to the advancement of the world 
to a better condition, by putting it un- 
der more favorable circumstances. 

| hold a war for conquest in detes- 
tation, and think it can never be justi- 
fied. But a War in the interest of truth 
and righteousness, a war for the pro- 
tection of government, is a patriotic 
duty, sad and terrible as it must al- 
ways be in its consequences. 

[t was my fortune to be engaged in 
several hard-fought battles, and to see 
fields of carnage strewn with the dead, 
the dying and the wounded. A more 
terrible scene cannot well be imagined. 
It was my fortune also to see the 
Shenandoah Valley laid waste bv the 
torch, and everything that could be 
used for the sustenance of an army 
destroyed, h 

Did not this look like the very ex- 
treme of wickedness? And yet all 
this destruction was: made necessary 
by the requirements of military strat- 
egy and so was justified by the laws 
of war. |! 


War, I think, is to be ac- 
cepted as God’s way of punishing 
men and nations. War, looked at 


from God’s side, is a judgment. 

The results that have come to us 
from our Civil War completely jus- 
tify the war for the Union. 
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Mrs. Surratt’s Guilt. 


BY GEN. T. M. HARRIS. 
Mrs. Surratt was a member of the 
Roman Catholic Church, and four or 


five of the so-called priests of that 


Church were brought before the 
Commission as witnesses for her de- 
fense. All of them testified to her 


good character and standing in the 
Church. 
her 


They all had been giving 
credit for estimable 
Father Wiget was 
her pastor, but for some reason un- 
known to Walter was 


called by her, or perhaps assigned by 


being an 
Christian lady. 
me, Father 
the bishop, to hear her last confession, 
and prepare her for death. 


ported that declared her 
cence in her final confession. 


He re- 
she inno- 

A most earnest effort was made by 
this priest and his associates to se- 
cure a commutation of her sentence, 
they no doubt regarding this as the 
first step toward a reprieve. Failing 
in this, a most grievous howl was set 
up, and an organized effort was insti- 
tuted to pervert history and mislead 
public opinion in regard to her case. 
In this purpose they able to 
command the public press to an ex- 


were 


tent that, to me, with the information 
I had, was, indeed, very surprising. 
They charged the Government with 
having murdered an innocent woman. 
They went so far as to charge the 
Government with having packed a 
court, not to try and do justice, but 
to condemn. Again, 


they charged 


the Commission with having con- 
demned her without a particle of evi- 
dence to prove her guilt. 

At first those false and cunningly 
devised fabrications found a _ place 
only in the papers that had been in 
sympathy with the rebellion, but after 


a few years, room was found for them 
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in all the 
country. 


great newspapers of the 
Ignorant as I then was of 
the power that Rome had gained over 
the newspapers of our country, this 
not only surprised but grieved me. 

As the years passed on, they grew 
bolder and utterly reckless of truth. 
Father Walter kept his statements up 
for over twenty-five years, and unti! 
his death. Two or three times a year, 
[ think, those fabrications went the 
rounds of the press. 

Among those will 
specify the following in addition to 


fabrications | 


what I have already given: Secretary 
of War Edwin M. 
pecially hated by them, and after his 
death they soon set afloat the charge 
that he had committed suicide, being 


Stanton was es- 


so overcome by remorse for the part 
he had enacted in the matter that he 
After a few 
years they included with the Secre- 
tary all the members of the Commis- 


could no longer bear it. 


sion, except one, alleging that they 
had all died miserable deaths, being 
the 
thought of the innocent woman whom 


frightened out of existence by 


they had murdered. 

And so it went on from year to 
year. They seemed to think that the 
evidence on which she was convicted 
had been forgotten, and so they could 
palm off on the public any falsehood 
that seemed likely to 
purpose. 


answer their 

Twenty-five years passed by, and 
no word had been uttered by anyone 
in vindication of the Government or 
but now God, 
who will have the facts of history 
preserved, so far as they relate to im- 


of the Commission; 


portant events in the life of nations, 
brought about a train of circumstances 
that impressed me with the import- 
ance of citing the facts connected with 
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this great tragedy in our nation’s life, 
as, revealed. by the testimony given be- 
fore the Commission; and thus I un- 
dertook the delicate and difficult task 
of writing my book, entitled “The 
Assassination of Lincoln: A History 
of the Great Conspiracy and Trial of 
the Conspirators by a Military Com- 
mission, with a Review of the Trial 
of Mrs. A. Surratt.” 

The official report of the trial had 
been published, but outside of public 
libraries was in the hands of but few, 
and not accessible to the general pub- 


lic. In preparing my book I spent 


the greater part of two years in care- 
fully analyzing the testimony as given 
in this report. My purpose was to 
record nothing that could not be sus- 
tained by this testimony. 

In regard to the case of Mrs. Sur- 
ratt, the evidence clearly convicts her 
of being a party to the ,conspiracy ; 
to have been in the closest and most 
intimate relations with Booth; to have 


known all his plans; and, on the day 


of the assassination, to have taken an 
active part in aid of his escape after 
he should have committed his great 
crime. She was equally guilty with 
Booth. It now seems clear to me 
that God had a purpose in directing 
the mind of the Secretary to me when 
he was making out his order of detail 
for the Military Commission. I think 
no one can read Parkman’s history of 
the efforts of three nations—Spain, 
France and England—to take pos- 
session of the newly discovered con- 
tinent of North America, and Ban- 
croft’s history of the United States, 
without coming to the conclusion that 
these men were raised up by Provi- 
dence, and especially endowed for the 
very purpose of writing those his- 
tories ; and it is also in this mood that 
a true history of the conspiracy to 
assassinate President Lincoln should 
be perused. 
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HOW MY PRIESTHOOD DROPPED FROM ME. 


BY J. R. SLATTERY 


II. 
(Concluded. ) 

Robertson, Smith, Jevons, Jas- 
trow, Frazer and other writers 
on primitive religions and folk lore, 
I read, as well as taking a large 
dabbling in the sacred books of the 
East. For many years my associate 
in the seminarv was one well up in 
Oriental lore; to him I owe very 
much for his aid and services in 
this course of reading. In the long 
run I became convinced that mor- 
als are the expression of the will of 
society and not of religion, qua re- 
ligion. The moral principles of 
Catholicism and Protestanism are 
Aristotelian. The evangelic teach- 
ing, e. g., the eight Beatitudes; the 
various other doctrines of the “Ser- 
Mount” have no foot- 
either the or the 


mon on the 
hold 
other. 


among one 

In the recent insurance and stock- 
yard scandals can be seen how far 
and 
The culprits were churchmen, Prot- 


religion morals are divorced. 
estants and Catholics, and perhaps 
Jews. Of the three insurance pres- 
idents, one a Catholic, who had a 
number of co-religionists among the 
Beef 


for those men? 


Barons. What meant religion 


Merely to change 


their coat on Sunday and hear mass 
or attend 


service. From Monday 
till Saturday they defied the laws 
of their and broke the 
their respective 
And on their part, how 
Churches They 
dumb dogs and let the 
call 
aloud to heaven and earth against 


country 
teachings of 

Churches. 
the 
like 


Socialist, 


have acted? 
were 
whom 


they decry, 


the infamy. 


Furthermore, the government of 
the Church came before my eyes 
while in the seminary. When Leo 
XIII’s Encyclical on the Christian 
State appeared I read it with great 
care. Like all American Catholics, 
I believed in a free Church, in a 
free State. But Leo XIII taught 
that the Church is supreme and the 
State her handmaid. My surprise 
was great. Later on I noticed that 
when our American prelates spoke 
of the Church and State they al- 
ways explained, carefully, that the 
status here is the best for us. The 
only exception I can recall was the 
sermon of Archbishop Kain, of St. 
Louis, at the conferring of the red 
hat upon Cardinal Martinelli, in 
Baltimore Cathedral. He came out 
fairly and squarely for a free Church 
in a free State, and whether he 
knew it or not, preached thereby 
heresy. From the Catholic stand- 
point the Church is right. If she 
is the mother of all truth she dare 
not brook a rival in the State any 
more than in the sects. 

It was, however, the local Church 
government which passed before 
my eyes, at first to my horror and 
later to my mirth, that showed me 
how things were done. The mere 
machinery—the party caucus, if I 
the ever at 
work. Prelates dangerously near 
the red hat had to be shunted; 
bishops with eyes upon Metropol- 
itan Sees checked; the religious or- 
ders kept in their place; Protestant- 
ism—“Accommodating Protestant- 
ism,” as O’Donnell calls it in 
“Ruin 


may use term—was 


his 
of Education in Ireland’— 
humored; State and city grants for 
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Catholic institutions secured; the 
drift of political sentiment watched. 
In fact, the clerics who drove Ter- 
tullian from Rome, the upstart 
Calixtus, who branded the scholar, 
Hippolytus; the Augustine, who 
called in the civil power to crush 
Pelagius; the court prelates, who 
egged on the banishment of Nes- 
torius; the truculent bishops, who 
forfeited their rights at Constance; 
the insolent minority, to use New- 
man’s phrase, which domineered the 
Vatican Council, still live. To one 
who had read Hefele’s “Councils,” 
Sarpo’s “Trent,” and half a dozen 
histories of the Vatican Council, it 
was nothing amiss to observe the 
same clerical ways and methods at 
Numberless 
not in- 


work in our own land. 
illustrations are at hand; 
deed notorious, like the Corrigan 
case in Hoboken, the McGlynn of 
New York, or the Muldoon-Feehan 
of Chicago, but unknown and un- 
numbered which we 
need not waste space upon. 

In Church history such data are 
so common that it finally dawned 
upon me that they are part and 
parcel of the system. Mankind, too, 
have thought the same, for in all 
languages a common word of sin- 


instances, 


ister meaning expresses the whole 
modus operandi—priestcraft. Not, 
indeed, that the Catholic clergy and 
Sisters are not, as a rule, fine char- 
acters, but they are such in spite of 
the system. Such, too, would they 
be if they never wore the stole or 
The tends only to 


spoil them and to mar the handi- 


veil. system 
work of nature. 
Symbolism, which makes every 
doctrine merely the symbol of a 
universal truth, had been a prop till 
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about 1900, i. e., as long as I rec- 
ognized the two orders, natural and 
supernatural. Once the twofold di- 
vision had melted into one, symbol- 
ism came to mean words, words, 
words. But while holding to the 
natural alone I saw no difficulty in 
recognizing an original sin which 
might mean the struggle between 
our animal propensities and our 
higher powers. So, also, we may 
concede a fall in the sense that civ- 
ilization fall. 


score of 


itself is a Certainly 
such it is on the health. 
For our diseases are the outcome of 
our way of dressing, living, eating 
—most potent offshoots of civiliza- 
tion. Again, poverty is a fall, like- 
wise class distinctions. 

With the rejection of a twofold 
order came the disbelief in revela- 
tion as taught in Catholic dogma. 
Of course, there is a steady unfold- 
ing. 
ence; every original poem or work 
may be termed a revelation. There 


Every new departure in sci- 


seems to be some infinite energy at 
work under the veil of things, mov- 
ing onward and upward. 
may have grasped the notion of it 
best, although that ancient heretic, 


Spinoza 


Paul of Samosata, is not far 


off. 
Nor can I see much sign of free 
will in man. Over the salient parts 
of one’s life, place of birth, country, 
language, religion, parents, health 
or unhealth of body, education, 
home, a man has no freedom; it is 
the same with death and the man- 
ner of taking off. Man’s freedom 
seems not much more than a bird’s. 
How much have I inherited, which 
follows me like mine own shadow? 
Parents, 


society, nation, 


heredity, all 


religion, 
act toward the off- 


spring as infallible Popes. 





344 





As to Jesus Christ, there is one 
point in which he stands unique; he 
betrays no consciousness of sin, un- 
less the account of the Temptation 
and Fast, as the Baptism in 
the Jordan, may body forth self- 
reproach or at least in the case of 
the former, a belief on the part of 
the Disciples that sin had touched 
Him. 
tial difference between His life and 
that, say, of Francis of Assisi. Af- 
ter all, | once wound up a chat with 
a professor of dogmatic theology in 
a Catholic seminary, “Christ taught 
nothing new.” 


also 


For the rest, I see no essen- 


“Quite right,” was 
the answer, “non nova sed nove’— 
“Not new things; only new ways.” 

So, too, in regard to the State, 
every Church is politic, allied in 
one way or other to the civil power. 
In England and Germany, in Rus- 
sia and Turkey, in Spain and Italy 
it is an open league. Everywhere, 
even in the United States, the civil 
authorities regard the Church as a 
conservative element. She is a 
Joined with the leg- 
islative, judiciary and executive, the 
Church rounds out the impossible 
of mathematics by giving a fourth 
dimension to conservatism. 


moral police. 


Appar- 
ently a strong point—this standing 
by authority—has always wrought 
her downfall. 

I gave 1900-1901 mostly to read- 
ing Newman. His “Development 
Doctrine” I had read 


five times since 1877. Brownson, as 


of Christian 


is well known, rejected Newman’s 
theory, which, as far as my knowl- 
edge goes, has not as yet been in- 
corporated into any text-book of 


theology. Dr. Tanqueray in his 
“Theology” used Newman a great 
deal, but unless my memory is 
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playing tricks, he did not set up 
Newman as a standard. It would 
His “Grammar of 
Assent,” the great English convert, 
I believe, wrote not merely to keep 
himself within the pale of Cathol- 
icism, but in fact within revelation. 
Following Butler’s “Analogy,” New- 
man makes a “congeries of possibil- 
ities” as a safe basis upon which to 
build revelation. Probabilities there 
are which may be changed into cer- 
tainties or uncertainties—e. g., in 
science. But probabilities of events 
long past, or of transmundane facts, 
cannot but remain such. Just as 
ten thousand doubts make not one 
difficulty, so as many probabilities 
create no certainty. To-day, when 
the study of Newman is widespread 
in France and Italy, his is not a 
name to conjure with, but an ob- 
ject of suspicion. Up to now his 
life in English from a Catholic pen 
has not been written. True, Wil- 
frid Ward is now engaged upon it. 
3ut as his own quarterly, The Dub- 
lin Review, has been recently de- 
nounced to the Roman Inquisition 
we may look for an emasculated 
life. 

In conclusion, my work among 
the negroes may be termed the rake 
which finished the sloughing off. 
I may say that I know the negro 
missions. If anything in this world 
is certain, it is that the stand of 
the Catholic Church toward the ne- 
groes is sheer dishonesty. The ne- 
groes have suffered at her hands. 
In the white heat of the abolition 
movement, Kenrick, Primate of the 
Church, justified slavery in his 
“Theology.” Just before the Civil 
War the Jesuits sold their Catholic 
slaves to a Protestant, once Gov- 


be too risky. 
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The 
nate wretches, so I was assured in 
itself, 
without 


ernor of Louisiana. unfortu- 


Louisiana were seventeen 
When the 
Confederacy sent Slidell and Mason 


abroad 


years mass. 


to get aid from European 


Governments, the only ruler in Eu- 
rope who 


gave them any 


document was Pius IX. It 


signed 
meant 
nothing and accomplished nothing. 
But it was an official State paper of 
the Papal Government. After the 
war, when the Baltimore Council 
of 1866 appealed for the negroes, 
no religious order, male or female, 
would take hold of the negro mis- 
sions. It was an Englishman who 
started the work. 

Now my readers need not regard 
me as an isolated case. Obliged to 
go about the country a great deal, 
here and there have | 
and thoughtful priests 
my 


met learned 
; so aiso in 
travels in England, 


Switzerland 


France, 
and Italy. 
The same thoughts seemed upper- 
most. 


Germany, 
“I wonder,” was my remark 
to a very scholarly professor, “how 
long have men discussed as we are 
now doing?” They have always 
done so on the quiet. put 
dogma above history, science and 
aught that might tarnish it; others 
rest upon symbolism; others again 
take up 


Some 


other studies in order to 
divert their minds. Some have left 
the Church; drift along. 
“How am I going to live?” was a 
not infrequent question. 

Naturally 
Have I True, certain 
formulas, in toto called Catholicism, 
have sloughed off and disappeared 
from my life. The man—the egomet 
ipse—is not 


others 


arises this question: 


changed? 


conscious of any 


change; the principles of honesty 
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been 

the 
fondness for books, the sobriety of 
life—in a the 
which form my character and tem- 


truthfulness which had 


instilled in boyhood 


and 
remain ; 
word, many traits 
perament are to-day the same as 
heretofore. Nor has the peeling off 
caused me pain or sorrow. Some 
years ago a priest showed me a 
letter which he had received from a 
prominent Unitarian minister, who 
described in it the anguish it had 
cost himself to throw up his belief 
in Christ’s divinity. 
was nothing of the kind; only a 


For me there 


feeling of unfetteredness. Of course 
this open confession will meet with 
the usual clerical 
umny and ridicule. One must bear 
them in silence, that the 
eternal smother, upon which cleri- 


weapons of cal- 


content 


calism banks, may yet ferment and 
unmask the “ways that are dark 
and tricks that vain.” While 
the pen and tongue will reach me, 
the gag and stick can hardly do so. 
—New York /ndependent, September 
6, 1906. . 


A Secular Paper’s Comment 
on Slattery’s Case. 

The metropolitan press has been 
singularly silent on the remarkable, 
not to say sensational, article by 
J. R. Slattery. The political caul- 
dron is seething, and that needs all 
their attention just now. 


are 


Hughes 
or Hearst is of more importance to 
the average reader of a daily paper 
than the discussion of any religious 
question, even though it should be 
the withdrawal from the 
Catholic Church of an _ eminent 
priest who was a close friend of 
Cardinal Gibbons. But if the New 
York papers have been silent on 
the subject those of other cities 


Roman 
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have commented on this remark- 


able case. 


In the Boston Transcript, Sep- 


tember 15, we find the following 


under the heading, 
A FRANK CONFESSION OF UNFAITH. 


The article in last week’s /nde- 
pendent, “How My Priesthood 
Dropped from Me,” by J. R. Slat- 
tery, is quite out of the ordinary. 
Of distinguished Roman Catholic 
lineage, and founder of the St. Jo- 
seph’s Society for Negro Missions 
in Baltimore, Mr. Slattery under- 
went some time ago a tremendous 
theological and ecclesiastical up- 
heaval. And this article, narrating 
the steps in his progress, is a re- 
markably pungent, human docu- 
ment. It is likely to receive treat- 
ment by Roman Catholic journals, 
for his conclusions, reached after 
long-continued historical study, are 
altogether unfavorable to thé Ro- 
man establishment, though he ad- 
mits that the Catholic clergy and 
sisters are, as a rule, fine charac- 
ters; but he says they are that in 
spite of the system to which they 
give their adherence. That system 
he considers autocratic and based 
on a widespread use of inventions, 
forgeries and interpolations, and he 
declares that the Catholic Church 
has often degenerated into the tail 
of the Jesuit kite. He believes, too, 
that its machinery operates in the 
direction of the suppression of free 
thought and is, as a rule, hostile to 
civil liberty. Offensive as these 
statements may be to Roman Cath- 
olics, the article carries cold com- 
fort to Protestants, since Mr. Slat- 
tery with his rejection of ecclesias- 
tical bands has also thrown aside 
the fundamentals of Christian the- 
ology, and become a rationalist of 
the rationalists. Darwin, Huxley, 
Tyndal, Haeckel, among scientists ; 
Robertson, Smith, Jevons, Jastrow 
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and other Biblical critics and writ- 
ers on primitive religions and folk 
lore have been the cause of his 
change of base. For a time he rest- 
ed content with Symbolism, but 
when he reached the point where 
he no longer believed in any divi- 
sion between the natural and super- 
natural, and saw no difference be- 
tween Christ and Francis of Assisi 
unless in the possible point of sin- 
lessness, he recognized the wide 
and impassable gulf between his 
present attitude and the faith which 
inspired him for ten years to put 
forth his best energies in behalf of 
the uplifting of Negroes in Balti- 
more and Richmond. And yet, 
touching the personal effect on his 
personal character of this somer- 
sault, Mr. Slattery says: 

“The principles of honesty and 
truthfulness which had been instill- 
ed in boyhood remain; the fondness 
for books, the sobriety of life—in a 
word, the many traits which form 
my character and temperament are 
to-day the same as heretofore. Nor 
has the peeling off caused me pain 
or sorrow. Some years ago a priest 
showed me a letter which he had 
received from a prominent Unitar- 
ian minister, who described in it 
the anguish it had cost himself to 
throw up his belief in Christ’s di- 
vinity. For me there was nothing 
of the kind; only a feeling of un- 
fetteredness.” 

Many things will, doubtless, sug- 
gest themselves by way of rejoinder 
to those who read this article. It 
is not equally convincing in every 
part. But as a revelation of what 
some men go through in this ques- 
tioning, restless, modern age, the 
article stands by itself, and it pos- 
sesses frankness and force. 


We are waiting to see what Car- 
dinal Gibbons has to say regarding 
his friend Slattery’s renunciation of 
the faith and priesthood of Rome. 
Even if he is silent, we shall send him 
a letter on the subject next month. 
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Some Uncounted ‘* Losses from 
Rome.”’ 


BY REV. M. J. P. THING, PH.D. 


It was my privilege to attend the 
meeting of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions held at Grinnell, Iowa. This 
society, representing the Congrega- 
tional Churches of the United 
States, has missions in three Papal 
countries: Austria, Spain and Mex- 
ico. 

In Mexico the missions are chief- 
ly located in Chihuahua, and one 
matter of interest was the building 
and dedication of the Holy Trinity 
Congregational Church. When the 
foundations of this church were 
dug, some distance below the sur- 
face a sort of black dirt was thrown 
out, that was found to be the ashes 


from the old autos de fé; so this 
newly built church is built upon the 
ashes of former confessors to the 
truth. 

In Spain, among the many prac- 
tical things that have been intro- 
duced is a school for the higher ed- 


ucation of Spanish girls, which 
now has its building in Madrid. 
Some years ago, when the school 
was located at Barcelona, the peo- 
ple at the University of Madrid 
were surprised to see a company of 
young ladies who said they had 
come to take the matriculation ex- 
aminations for entrance to the uni- 
versity. It was something hereto- 
fore unknown. There was no prece- 
dent to guide them. The girls were 
accompanied by the Principal of the 
school, Mrs. Gulick, who was a 
mistress of the Spanish language. 
She could talk with any of the au- 
thorities, and she was certain of 
her rights. But what was the use? 
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Women never had learned the 
things necessary for an entrance. 
But all Mrs. Gulick asked was an 
opportunity to try and honest treat- 
ment in marking. The result was 
a surprise to the examiners. Every 
girl matriculated and the larger part 
of them received the grade ‘‘trans- 
ilieuntes,” which, translated freely 
from the Spanish equivalent, means 
“leaping ‘over everything.” With 
the exception of the years of our 
war with Spain, girls have matric- 
ulated each year and many of them 
have had the rank of “transilieun- 
tes.” The last year twenty-one girls 
matriculated, and in thirty-six sub- 
jects they all received the highest 
marks. 

But it is in Bohemia that the 
missions seem to have met with the 
greatest success. 
are, 


The people there 
so far as any influence of the 
Papal Church is concerned, practi- 
cally atheists. The Roman Church 
has had almost unlimited power 
since the Thirty Years’ War, when 
the country was handed over to the 
Jesuits to bring it back to Rome. 
They succeeded after a fashion. The 
Hussites have survived and are 
represented by the Reformed Bo- 
hemian Church; but its influence 
has waned, for the church has 
grown somewhat formal. The Mis- 
sion of the American Board has 
eighteen churches with 1,500 com- 
municants and a recorded adher- 
ence of 5,650. In addition to this 
there are two churches in Moravia, 
two in Vienna and one among the 
Bohemian emigrants in Russia. 
During the thirty-three years of the 
missionary work, 250,000 Bibles, 
Testaments and Gospels have been 
circulated. This enumeration does 
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not represent all the work by any 
means. Former members of the 
mission are now working in eight 
States and in Manitoba. 

Pastor O’Connor is not alone in 
the work of bringing priests out_of 
the Church. Not many 
months ago a priest came to the 
door of one of our missionaries and 
asked for a conference. He had at 
one time been a monk, but the 
drunken habits of the prior had dis- 
gusted him. He thought matters 
would be better in the priesthood, 
but he found that to be like jump- 
ing out of the frying-pan into the 
fire. He heard of our work and 
sought for admission. He became 
a sincere humble believer and began 
working among the people. 

He had not been engaged in this 
work very long before his sister 
came to rescue him from his apos- 
tasy and get him back into the 
Church of Rome. She like 
others have come to_ blas- 
pheme but remained to pray. She 
became an earnest believer, and re- 
mained 


Roman 


was 
who 


brother as his 
Then the 
mother came, fierce and vindictive, 


with her 


helper and housekeeper. 


but she was persuaded to attend a 
few meetings. The missionary read 
and prayed with her. At last she 
said: ‘“‘My children are in good 
hands; I am content to have it so.” 
She returned to her village with a 
Bible, which she now reads to an 
interested company of women who 
gather in her kitchen to hear the 
Word of God. 


So the work goes on. It must 
go on, for His promise'is that His 
Word shall not return to Him 


empty. 
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All South America Open. 


The insurrection in Cuba draws 
attention again to the instability of 
government in the Latin-American 
countries. The smaller republics 
seem to be in a constant state of 
revolution. Our great country 
would like to take them all under 
her protection, but that cannot be 
for the present. Meantime there is 
an open door for the Gospel of 
Christ in all those countries. That 
Gospel has civilized other countries 
and made governments stable. It 
will have the same effect on the 
peoples south of us. At present 
there is only a handful of mission- 
aries in South America. There 
should be. thousands. It is our 
own continent, a part of America, 
and no European power has sway 
or dominion there—except the Pope 
of Rome. He should be dislodged; 
the preaching of the Gospel and 
the circulation of the Bible can do 
it. 

It is a good work to send men 
and money to China and Japan, but 
millions of souls in South America 
are in spiritual darkness as deep as 
exists in those heathen lands. 

There are more than six hundred 
cities in Argentina that have no 
Protestant missionary. There is 
perfect tolerance, and one may 
preach without fear of interference ; 
in fact, the authorities encourage 
Protestant work. Mr. George Smith, 
a missionary of Buenos Ayres, says: 
“There never has been a time when 
so many open doors have presented 
themselves.” It is the same story in 
every South American country; and 
the reoccupation of Cuba by our Gov- 


ernment will make the Gospel more ac- 
ceptable in all Latin America. Prot- 


estantism is order; Romanism disor- 
der. 
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GERALDINE DE LISLE; OR TRIED AND TRUE. 
CHAPTER VIII. 
AN HOUR IN A JESUIT’S “SANCTUM.” 


On a cheerless evening in January a stranger might have been seen wending 
his way through a populous town in the South of England. There was nothing 
in his appearance to excite curiosity in the passer-by, yet to judge from the 
furtive glances he occasionally cast around, as he wrapped his cloak tightly 
around him, he seemed peculiarly desirous of avoiding observation. Turning 
into a narrow street, he stopped at the door of a butcher’s shop. He cautiously 
surveyed its occupants, and seeing. only two or three poor women bargaining 
Over some remaining scraps, he quietly entered, and contrived to make a secret 
sign to the master of the shop. Without remark the butcher led his visitor into 
a small parlor, and opening a door, which revealed a dimly-lighted passage, 
silently pointed to the other end. Groping along the dark corridor, the stranger 
reached the door of another apartment, into which (after two or three gentle 
knocks) he was invited to enter by a voice from within. It was a small and 
scantily furnished room, containing little more than a massive bureau, two or 
three chairs, and a table. The latter was covered with books and papers. Be- 
side it sat a gentleman deeply engrossed in business. Only noticing the visitor 
with a patronizing nod, he motioned him to a seat near the fire, and resumed 
his occupation. His guest, divesting himself of his wraps, seated himself at the 
opposite side of the fireplace, occasionally glancing at the other occupant of 
the apartment. 

The individual who sat at the table, and whom we shall call Mr. Gran- 
ville, was a little past the prime of life. By profession he was a barrister; 
highly popular on account of his wit and lively repartee. His musical taste 
and rich baritone voice procured him numberless invitations to evening parties 
and private concerts. Yet, strange to say, though so universally courted and 
admired, there was an impenetrable mystery about him which even his intimate 
acquaintances failed to unravel. A universal favorite with the fair sex, he yet 
managed to keep clear of any matrimonial entanglement, and effectually baffled 
the busy-bodies of the place in their efforts to discover his antecedents. 

There was, however, one who dared to dissent from the universal admira- 
tion of the barrister. She was the daughter of the vicar of the parish. From 
the very first, Emily Somers conceived an unaccountable aversion to Mr. Gran- 
ville, which she was unable to conceal. He made every effort to conciliate her, 
by liberal gifts to her benevolent projects, and a marked deference to her opin- 
ions ; till at last the amiable girl, finding no substantial ground for her suspicions, 
was inclined to accuse herself of prejudice and uncharitableness. 

The fascinating barrister was not long in obtaining considerable influence 
over the mind of Mr. Somers. He was an easy-going clergyman, quite satisfied 
to leave the management of his parochial affairs to his energetic 
daughter and the curate. He contented himself with reading the service on 
Sunday, and occasionally preaching a dull and prosaic discourse. Mr. Granville 
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had not long been a resident in the place before Mr. Merton, the curate, through 
his influence, was promoted to a small living. His place was supplied by a Mr. 
Turner, a strikingly handsome man, who speedily captivated the younger and 
fairer portion of the community. To the surprise of Emily Somers, he induced 
many to take an active part in parochial work, who had hitherto not only led a 
life of pleasure, and afforded no assistance to the overworked vicar’s daughter, 
but often ridiculed her “puritanical propensities,” as they termed her unselfish 
life. She rejoiced at the change among her gay and thoughtless friends, and 
felt cheered and encouraged at the prospect of so many additional fellow- 
helpers. 

Ere many months elapsed even the charitable Emily Somers began to view 
the recent improvements with a less favorable eye. She could not help being 
startled at statements in Mr. Turner’s sermons, strangely contradictory in their 
character ; often enigmatical, but occasionally manifestly at variance with the 
pure truth of the Gospel. There were, besides, alterations and innovations in 
the services, trivial at first, but by degrees succeeded by others of so questionable 
a character as to seriously alarm the evangelical portion of the community, and 
especially the vicar’s daughter, who at last remonstrated with her father on the 
subject. Unfortunately she obtained no redress, the easy-going vicar merely 
smiling at her fears. The curate saved him so much parish drudgery, that he 
considered him entitled to the gratification of his taste in trivial matters, appeal- 
ing to Mr. Granvillé at dinner that evening, in his daughter’s presence, as to 
the reasonableness of his reply to her complaint, and the undoubted orthodoxy 
of the barrister’s protegé. 

To the surpfise of Miss Somers, Mr. Granville expressed no annoyance 
at the censure Of his friend. With a manner peculiarly courteous, and even 
deferential, while owning that Mr. Turner had made some mistakes, and carried 
his artistic tastes too far, he pleaded with the fair accuser the desirability of 
forbearance towards one so young and inexperienced. He argued that, if not in- 
judiciously Opposed, he would in due time become more reasonable and mod- 
erate, and promised to endeavor to restrain his unwise ardor. Though silenced, 
the simple-minded girl was not convinced. Mr. Somers shortly after an- 
nounced his intention of going abroad for a few months, and with a heavy 
heart she was compelled to leave the parishioners to teachers of questionable 
tendenties. 

And now, having introduced to our readers the popular Mr. Granville, we 
shall resume the thread of our narrative, and take another peep into that mys- 
terious chamber, where, having laid aside his correspondence, he took a chair 
opposite to his visitor. The usual preliminary remark upon the weather was 
followed by deliberations on the more serious subjects of religion and politics. 
Much annoyance was expressed at the progress of free thought and liberty in 
France and Italy, which had resulted in the diminution of sacerdotal supremacy, 
and the dissolution of many monasteries and convents. Mr. Granville remarked 
that infidelity, heresy and schism were so manifestly overspreading Christendom 
that the Church had a hard struggle even in Spain and Belgium, which had 
hitherto proved her almost impregnable strongholds. 





The Converted Catholic. 351 


“These are doubtless serious discouragements,” said his companion; “but 
then, are we not making steady progress in this country ?” 

“True. England—happily for us—is so strong in her sense of security, 
that she is completely off her guard, and does not object to receive our exiled 
fraternities. In the warfare we are carrying on, secrecy is our motto; and it 
is the silent and unsuspected work of the sappers and miners which ultimately 
leads to the overthrow of the citadel.” 

“I have often been surprised to see how Protestant England permits the 
erection of the religious establishments which have sprung up so rapidly in 
every direction.” 

“I think it arises from John Bull being such a straightforward sort of 
fellow,” replied Mr. Granville sneeringly. ‘Our society is more than a match 
for him. We have secret friends, who skilfully manage our affairs so as not to 
excite suspicion. For instance, we find out through our agent that some suitable 
house or site for building is likely to be vacant. The applicant for purchasing 
it is generally a gentleman of property, or wealthy manufacturer, who is one 
of our secret friends, or else disposes of it to us afterwards. There was a 
property lately purchased in Ireland by a Protestant. Had we applied to the 
owner, he would have thrown it into the fire rather than we should have had it. 
So we allowed the gentleman I allude to to be the purchaser, knowing that he 
didn’t care a fig for church or chapel, and only wanted money. As soon as he 
was in possession we offered him a good sum, and secured it at once.” 

“How mad the others must have been,” observed the stranger laughing; 
“but surely they are more on their guard in England.” 

“No, they live here in fancied security, little knowing the gigantic propor- 
tions of the net gathering around them, or the ramifications of our system 
throughout the land. I sometimes hear red-hot Protestants warmly commend- 
ing persons for their zeal and piety whom I know to be secret members of our 
society, and doing its work well!” 

“In what capacity do the members of our order best succeed ?” 

“As teachers (especially governesses), tutors, and servants; but, above all, 
as good orthodox curates! If they are attractive and they play their part prop- 
erly, they are sure to have all the ladies of the parish as their dupes. Reynolds, 
alias Turner, is a capital fellow, and managing famously. He has already many 
zealous partizans, ready to follow even to Rome itself; but then, you know, 
that would not do just now. It would arouse suspicion, and when they do desert 
the Protestant Church, it must be with the avowed disapproval and horror of 
the curate!” 

“Then no one has as yet suspected his orthodoxy ?” 

“None but Miss Somers,” rejoined the Jesuit triumphantly. “She is no fool 
nor trifler, like most of the silly women in this place. She latterly became quite 
suspicious of Reynolds, and complained to her father about his practices. The 
old fool referred her to me! Was it not good? Ha! ha! I knew, however, 
how to get round her, by appealing to her charitable feelings; and finally per- 
suaded old-Somers to try change of air for his health. It would not do, you 
know, to have Miss Somers spoiling all our game. We have got rid of her for 
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some time, and I expect that when she returns she will find matters past mend- 
ing.” 

‘And is there no fear of your proceedings coming to the bishop’s ears?” 

“Not at present, There is no one with sufficient interest in the subject, 
except a few who have no influence in the parish. Even were a complaint 
lodged against us, we have ways and means of escaping ecclesiastica] censure. 
At the worst, Reynolds could be the scapegoat, and the field still preserved, as 
long as old Somers holds the reins of government. Even if a new vicar drove 
us out eventually, we should by that time have gathered a good many into the 
true fold, so that our labors would not be fruitless.” 

“Alas! the good cause seems to be progressing everywhere more than in 
poor Ireland.” 

“Apropos of Ireland,” replied the barrister, “you wrote me that you were 
coming on some special business. I hear complaints of a great falling away 
in Dublin and other places; I hope the leaven has not extended to your neigh- 
borhood ?” 

“Indeed it has, I grieve to say, reached even our remote corner; and the 
‘soupers’ have been lately increasing in numbers. A renegade, called Hogan, 
has been reading the Irish Scriptures to the people, and some have harbored 
him, in spite of all my efforts.” 

‘And why don’t you use harsher measures? You cannot be ignorant of the 
means used by the Church to bring its members back to their duty.” 

“The time for that is not yet come in our locality. We have not a suffi- 
cient number of Catholic magistrates on the bench; but when we have a few 
more, so as to out-balance the heretics, we shall not be slack in taking due 
advantage of it. Sir Herbert was a lax Catholic, and more a hindrance than a 
help.” 

“Well, at all events, he is now out of the way,” remarked Mr. Granville 
with a sneer. “TI believe there was no love lost between him and you!” 

‘No, indeed! hé was a great drag on my efforts ; and my private impression 
is that at heart he was an apostate.” 

“Indeed! 1 hope no one of his family is infected with heresy ?” 

“Ah! there is the point I want to consult you about,” rejoined the visitor 
(whom, we need scarcely say, was Father Adrian). “I grieve to say that your 
suspicion is only too well founded.” 

“| hope it is not your patroness ?” 

“Oh, no! Lady De Lisle is a staunch daughter of the Church. There is 
no fear of her.” 

“What about the son?” 


“He is at present abroad with his regiment in India, and not likely to re- 
turn for a year or so; but if this threatened mutiny becomes serious, he may be 
detained for some time longer.” : 

“What is his disposition? Is he a staunch Catholic like his mother ?” 


“No, he is of his father’s disposition; and rather sceptical than devout, I 
should say.” 


[TO BE CONTINUED] 





